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LINCOLN LAND STRIVES TO CURB ENROLLMENT DECLINE
By Rebekah Lange
Staff Writer

Since Lincoln Land Community College has
opened its doors in 1968, approximately 17,000
students enroll annually. Geographically, Lincoln Land is the largest school in the state of Illinois with campuses in Taylorville, Hillsboro,
Beardstown, Litchfield, Jacksonville, as well as
its main campus in Springfield. Evidence has
shown that over the past couple of years the
number of students attending the community
college has gone down.
Each year every community college in the
state is required to report its enrollment records.
The Illinois Community College Board keeps
track of these records, and they are available to
the public online. Lincoln Land had its highest
student enrollment increase in fall 2009 with a
4.6% increase. Statewide, 2010 had the highest
enrollment. Since then, however, the total enrollment number has been dropping statewide.
Susan Simpson, the Director of Institutional
Research at Lincoln Land Community College, has been working there for 14 years, and
previously she worked for the Illinois Community College Board for 10 years. Her job is
to provide the data for the Illinois Community
College Board as well as to help the professors
and staff at the college with decisions involving
enrollment. She does this through the survey
of students who are enrolled, which is taken on
the tenth day at the beginning of each semester.
The count of the enrolled students is not entirely
accurate due to the separate module programs
taking place throughout the semester, Simpson
said. Each semester consists of a full 16 week
semester, a shortened 12 week semester which

From left to right: Bobbi Dunn, Susan Simpson and Marianne Klein of LLCC’s institutional research department discuss enrollment
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starts four weeks late and continues until the
end of the semester, an eight week module that
starts the semester and ends half way through
and a second eight week module that starts halfway through the semester and ends when the 16
week semester concludes. Simpson explained
that because of so many programs starting late
and ending early, they do not always have an accurate enrollment count that they submit to the

Illinois Community College Board. However,
she explained that “We do an end of the year
count called an annual enrollment.” The report
can be found on Lincoln Land’s website. The
annual count, which is done at the end of the
year, reveals how many students were enrolled
in all the programs. When asked about how to
increase the enrollment number at the college,
Simpson referred to the marketing department.

“They [the department] have a robust marketing
plan; a lot of it is going to depend on when we
do an analysis to see exactly if we can determine what reason there is for students coming
back. Sometimes we just don’t have any impact
on student decisions.”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

QUIZ BOWL TEAM IS QUICK, SMART AND SUCCESSFUL
By Ryan Wilson
Assisstant Editor
It has taken a little luck, lumberjack-style uniforms, a touchy buzzer system, and especially
time, dedication and hard work for LLCC’s
Quiz Bowl Team to become one of the best quiz
bowl teams in the nation.
Lincoln Land Community College’s Quiz
Bowl Team has been sounding its Jeopardy!like buzzers for only three years, but it has
reached the National Community College
Championship Tournament every year.
“There is a certain amount of strategy once
you get pretty good at this. … The team is good
enough now we’re really looking at strategy,”
says Eve Fischberg, the coach/advisor of the
team and a professor in Lincoln Land’s Occupational Therapy Assistant Program. “You’ve
got to be on the buzzer … so you can get it [the
answer] before the other team.”
If the Loggers notice an opponent is performing really well and correctly answering
the questions faster, they counter by applying
one of two tactics: (1) “You just lean back and
watch the show,” jokingly said Clark Johnson,
the lieutenant captain of LLCC’s Quiz Bowl

Team, or (2) attempt to answer the question
without knowing the answer to throw the opponent off. They all agree the latter strategy is
much more effective.
From challenging questions ranging from
math all the way to pop culture, each team
member studies on his or her own to expand
his or her already big knowledge base.
“It (the amount of time spent studying outside of school) all depends on the individual
and how much effort you want to put forward,” said Johnson. “If you put forward a lot
of effort, you get a lot of reward.”
The Loggers’ Quiz Bowl Team also reviews
numerous questions and answers at its practices, which are held twice a week.

In a college quiz bowl match, two teams
are asked lengthy trivia questions on a
variety of topics in a Jeopardy!-style
format. The teams race to see who can
answer the question the quickest. In an
average match, the competitors are given
a total of 20 minutes to answer 20 toss-up
questions.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Team members compete in Logger-style plaid shirts
Lamp/Jordan Minder
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LIFELONG MUSICIAN AND FORMER
TEACHER RETURNS TO SCHOOL
By Austin Miller
Editor

“We’re an eclectic Blues band,” says
Michael Baier on his band, Backpack Jones. The Springfield natives
recently had the honor to open up for
the Blues legend, B.B King. A selfdescribed “very un-traditional Blues
band,” Backpack Jones features 10
members. The standard guitar, bass,
drums and keyboard are all present,
but Backpack Jones also features
trumpets, saxophones and a trombone. “We do some very traditional
Blues, slow and fast. We also do
some Latin things, some heavy Blues.
Backpack Jones has been together
for just over two years, but recently
released their first full album, ‘Betsy’s
Kitchen’.
The band is no stranger to playing
large gigs. They have played in front
of about 5,000 people at the Downtown Springfield Blues & Barbecue
Festival. Last year they played the
International Blues Challenge in
Memphis, which featured 130 bands,
who compete for spots at other festivals. They played it again this past
January. They were also a part of the
Blues in the Schools program, where
they played for kids in District 186 in
grades K through 8. Backpack Jones
also played a show at the Third Base
Sports Bar to raise money for victims
of the November tornado in Washington, IL.
Backpack Jones writes and plays
their own original music. Having
their own arsenal of music, they also
play many covers live. “When you
play a gig you have to fill two to three
hours. A Blues audience is primarily
in their 40’s and 50’s, so you want
them to hear recognizable songs,”
says Baier. “We tend to pick topics of
life where people can relate to them.
Even though we talk about some dark
subjects, we always talk about there
being a little hope in things.”
To get the gig, a friend of the band
helped to put in a good word with
B.B King’s staff who was looking for
a local band to open up for the icon.
Backpack Jones was then picked to be
the opening act. “When we found out
everyone was like ‘Are you kidding
me?’. There are people who play their
whole lives that never get the opportunity to open for somebody like
B.B King, who is probably the most
famous and gracious Blues artists of
all-time,” says Baier. As for achieving such a huge milestone in only a
few years, Baier cites it as “a blessing
from God.”
As for the concert itself, the evening
went very well for Baier and the
band. “We were all very pleased on
our performance and thrilled by the
audience reaction. It was also an
honor to be part of a historic bill.
It exceeded all of our expectations.
Performing on a big stage with an
appreciative audience is what every
musician dreams of,” says Baier.
Guitarist for the band, Kirk Lonbom
and singer, Mike Wallace got to speak
with B.B King after the show too.

Michael Baier
http://www.backpackjones.com
Michael Baier has been playing music since he was seven years old. “I
started out playing drums and then I
switched to play French horn, and that
was my main interest in college and
I played with the Decatur Symphony.
Then I decided I wanted to learn bass
(the instrument he plays for Backpack
Jones), that was also in college,” says
Baier. In the 90’s he was a part of
Alternative bands called Taylor Ash,
Outer Park and The Cry, as well as
playing in various praise bands for
churches.
Notably, he was a teacher and director at Southeast High School from
1989 to 2011. “My fondest memories
are spending time with students and
getting to know them as people. I still
have former students who are friends
and I still get to see a lot of them.
All of my former students are like
my kids, but then they grow up and
become my friends,” says Baier.
Baier left Southeast High School
in good hands with his replacement,
Tom Philbrick. Philbrick led the band
as they played the halftime show for
the 2013 Russell Athletic Bowl on
Dec. 28, 2013.
Since retiring from teaching in 2011,
Baier has put a lot of time into his
band. But he has recently discovered
a talent of his – painting. “I wrote a
comic book about six years ago and
never found someone to draw it. So

my wife, Jennifer, gave me a semester
of Drawing 1 at LLCC for a Christmas present. When I found out I was
blessed artistically I continued with
my painting,” says Baier. Baier also
currently takes painting classes at
LLCC and teaches a portrait class at
the Springfield Art Association.
After being in a school and in front
of classes for more than twenty
years, you would think he would be
content never being back in one, but
Baier has enjoyed his time attending
LLCC. “It’s wonderful taking classes
at LLCC. The art program and music
program are top notch. I’ve learned a
great deal and enjoy the teachers very
much. The students are very accepting of all of the older students too,”
says Baier.
Baier has been a fan of comic books
his whole life. “It’s dynamic art that
tells a story. It also allows people to
escape life for a little bit. Even though
comic books kind of exaggerate the
human form, if you look at Michelangelo, Da Vinci, or classical Greek
sculptors you see the human body and
there’s a point as an artist where you
don’t see the human body in a lustful
way, but for the natural beauty. And
artists for comics can do that,” says
Baier.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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She has reported that the enrollment for
this semester is 6,175, which is down 5.2%
from the previous year. The head count with the
dual credit course enrollment added in is 7,439
which is down 3.6%. The Arts and Humanity
Department is impacted the most by low enrollment.
Though every year is different, enrollment
patterns at Lincoln Land Community College
do not change much. Simpson said that the fall
semester always has a higher enrollment than
the spring semester. Tyra Taylor, Lincoln Land
Community College’s Supervisor of Enrollment Services, says there can be many reasons
such as “a lot of high school students coming
to college for the first time and finding out it
isn’t for them, among other reasons.” Taylor’s
job is to oversee registration, admissions, advisors, placement testing, transcripts, tuition, and
careers. Among her many tasks, she helps new
students find their classes and certify credits.
She stated that right before Thanksgiving, en-

Tyra Taylor is LLCC’s supervisor of enrollment
Lamp/Jordan Minder

rollment drops off. “I don’t if its finals or what,
maybe people are leaving or getting ready for
the holiday.” After Thanksgiving, Taylor describes enrollment as “very chaotic” and said
they cannot always keep enough appointments.
Two weeks before the spring semester starts
is a very busy time too. Snow days and other
events have a large impact on registration. “It
[snow days] slow down registration and affect
how many students enroll.” Taylor is not personally involved in enrollment unless there is
a problem. She does watch the numbers and
statistics and looks for ways to help with enrollment. “We try to make appointments more

LLCC Quiz Bowl Team

continued from page 1...
QUIZ BOWL TEAM IS
QUICK, SMART AND
SUCCESSFUL

To increase LLCC’s chances of winning,
each team member specializes in one or
more areas of study such as chemistry, my-

thology, or math, depending on one’s interests.
For instance, Johnson mentioned he is “pretty
kick-rear” in American History.
Brett Davis, the captain of the Loggers’ Quiz
Bowl Team, is considered “the jack of all
trades,” according to the lieutenant captain, as
he specializes in geography, history and the social sciences, while sophomore Samuel Woolsey is stronger in the science and math areas.
Allie Penrod, a freshman at Lincoln Land, has
significant knowledge regarding questions on
the visual arts and the Bible.

available and stay open more hours. I talk to
Lesley [Lincoln Land Community College’s
Vice President] and with Lynn Whalen [Executive Director of Public Relations] about how
to reach people.” Through Social networking,
mail, extended hours, as well as times Taylor
has worked to help make enrollment more readily available for students.
No single reason can be given for enrollment
being down. The Vice President of Lincoln
Land Community College, Lesley Frederick,
explains that there is speculation as to the reasons for low enrollment; “Jobs, Federal Aid
changes, WIA dry up, job outlook, personal

www.llcc.edu
LLCC’s Quiz Bowl Team members, who wear
flannel shirts as uniforms during matches, have
struggled over the years to conquer the tough
questions about classical music, and more importantly, literature.
“We just unfortunately have not come across
any English majors in the past three years. …
We haven’t been very fruitful in our recruitment in that aspect,” said Davis, who excelled
at scholastic bowl at Auburn High School.
Johnson, on the otherhand, said he is studying
up on literature and has noticed some improvements.
“You cannot learn enough literature in a
month,” he jokingly clarified.

impact and outmigration from Illinois affect enrollment.” Frederick said it is hard to predict
spikes and dips in enrollment, however there
are some suggestions. “The Baby-Boomer was
a big generation,” she explained, “and Generation-X is a smaller generation. Generation-X is
having kids currently so there aren’t as many.”
Frederick also said that the school enrollment
for grades kindergarten through 12th grade is
low as well. She said that the economy also
plays a major role. “Community college enrollment increases during poor economy, and the
larger university enrollment decreases.” With
the economy increasing, she believes that it
could play a factor in current enrollment.
At the moment enrollment is down for Lincoln Land Community College as well as other
community colleges statewide. Data suggests
that the occupation department has a higher enrollment that usual, which suggests that people
are specifically looking for jobs. Frederickson
said that surveys would be a good way to see
why students are not returning to college, but
as Simpson said there are some reasons the college does not impact.

Rebekah Lange can be reached at
lamp@llcc.edu or 786.2311

Overall, though, the Loggers Quiz Bowl
Team jointly feels it is better than last year’s
team, which reached the National Community
College Championship Tournament.
According to Davis, last year’s team consisted
of all new members.
“Last year was a complete start over,” he said.
“We [Samuel Woolsey, Clark Johnson and I]
were able to build the team up, and we’re much
improved from last year.”
After this year, several key players from
LLCC’s Quiz Bowl Team will be graduating,
and the team is searching for possible replacements.
“Next year, Clark, Sam, and I will be gone
and yet the people who are retaining still don’t
know the literature or classical music,” said Davis.
“We’re still looking for classical music and
literature people.”
Davis, Woolsey, Penrod, and Lauren Gleason
make up the Loggers “A” Team, with Johnson,
Jacob Webb, Nick Shelton, and Tyler Matthews
rounding out the “B” Team this year.
The Loggers’ “A” Team qualified for this
year’s National Community College Championship Tournament in Atlanta, Ga., after winning all nine matches in the sectional tournament.
In its first year of competing, the team reached
the National Academic Quiz Tournaments’ Division II Collegiate Championship, which included teams from Harvard University and the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT).
“This is quite a big deal for us,” said Davis.
“We are studying as much as we can.”
LLCC finished 10th at Nationals, and Davis
ranked 12th in individually overall in toss-ups.
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STUDENTS OPERATE LLCC’S BISTRO VERDE RESTAURANT

By Brennan Stidham
Staff Writer
“For years the culinary program was over in the basement,
where Subway is. It didn’t really provide a nice learning environment.”
That is Nancy Sweet, the operations manager for Lincoln
Land Community College’s culinary center, discussing the
culinary program and the school’s new student-run restaurant,
Bistro Verde.
“We have seen growth since we moved to this facility. This
facility is fabulous and rivals any culinary school,” Sweet said.
Bistro Verde, located in the Workforce Career Center, serves
lunch from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays.
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Sweet oversees the credit portion of our Culinary Arts, and
the labs in terms of what’s going on in them, who’s renting
them for space, are they clean? Are things working? Is the
product here? Is the staff able to cover all the things that we’re
doing in these labs? All those types of good things.
There’s much more to Culinary Arts than just cooking. “It
involves a variety of different paths you can take,” Sweet says.
“One of which is hospitality management. Hospitality management focuses more on, say, the front of house operations … that
means dealing directly with the customers. You’re the person
sort of on stage, so maybe the general manager of a restaurant
or a hotel dealing with the operations side of things, guest satisfaction, hospitality plans. We offer the hospitality management
associates degree.”

APRIL 9, 2014

Sweet discusses the history of the program.
“We started the hospitality program 18 years ago, it was more
focused on lodging, like hotels. As times changed, the culinary
started to grow more and more.”
“We offer a Culinary Arts associates degree. Culinary Arts
focuses more on the back of the house —
 the kitchen side of
things. So if someone is looking to be the executive chef,
they’re looking to actually run a kitchen. Culinary Arts is what
you’d probably pursue.
“A certificate program takes about a year, if you’re a full-time
student and associates degree takes two years. The difference
being that the associates degree has general education, political
science, math, some of those other things. It also has a few
higher level courses specific to your program.” Before the new

CAMPUS

area, and even further, in terms of what positions do you have
open for people in this industry. Whether it be independent restaurant owners, hotel managers, assisted living places, we stay
in contact with them for jobs. The jobs might be for folks who
are in school now and want to work in the industry, people who
need to complete their internship, or people who graduated and
are looking to move on. It can be tough to stay in touch once
they graduate to find out where their path goes. I maintain a job
board in the hallway. We have a Facebook page available to the
public for little fun things we have going on here,” said Sweet.
Their Facebook page is called Lincoln Land Community College Culinary Institute.
Sweet said the culinary/hospitality industry as one that will
continue to expand.
“People’s lives continue to get busier and busier,” Sweet said.
“People’s free time continues to get smaller and smaller. The
convenience of going out to eat: it’s nice, it’s convenient, quick
easy. Plus, if you want to get something more than fast food, it’s
a form of entertainment. ‘What do you want to do on a Friday
night? Let’s go out to dinner.’”

Nancy Sweet
Culinary Center Operations Manager
Lamp/Jordan Minder

Brennan Stidham can be reached
at lamp@llcc.edu or 786.2311
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bistro and kitchens, the culinary program did not include 400
level classes.
“The certificate programs is more of a get-right-to-work sort
of thing. You take the core classes that you need, then you get
yourself right out to work. We have a certificate program in
Culinary Arts, and we also have a certificate program in baking
and pastry.”
With the certificate in baking and pastry, a student can pursue
work creating baked goods.
“However, should you think ‘Well, I’d like to expand my
education, take those general education classes. Plus, take those
few higher level classes that include running a restaurant, you
want to stay here for those,” Sweet said.
However, not everyone who has an interest in culinary needs
to apply for the classes. For some people meeting once a week
and standing on one’s feet in their culinary labs for five hours at
a time is too much. There’s a solution for that.
“We have a wide variety of community learning classes, which
are non-credit classes that are open to the public. They’re
perfect for someone who wants to get involved out here, but
they’re not looking to be involved for 16 weeks and not looking
for a big old grade associated with what they do.
“We see a lot of students come in who know they want to be
in this industry, but they’re not quite sure what path they want
to take, which is completely okay. … No matter what path you
choose inside our programs, your first semester is fairly similar
no matter what you’re taking. You’re going to be taking a sanitation class, so you understand the proper way to handle foods,
the proper way to store foods, the different kinds of food borne
illnesses that are out there. You’re going to take a culinary essentials class, where you learn the basics of how to handle yourself in the labs, what things are called, where they’re located,
how the different machines work, how to set up your station,
how to set up the dish machine. (Those are) some of those
basics, so that when you get into those true, full-semester lab
classes you don’t feel like a fish out of water. The basic classes
will also include some history of the industry.
“Everyone for the first semester takes a food production
one class and a baking class,” Sweet says. “Everyone takes a
restaurant management class. There are a few basic classes that
everyone’s going to take, and then once you figure out what
path speaks to you the most. By the third or fourth semester,
you start narrowing down the path.”
Ever since the program has moved to the Workforce Career
Center, the Culinary Arts program has grown.
“Right now, we have 80 students in culinary, both part time
and full time,” Sweet said. “We have a really wide cross section
of folks. You might see someone right out of high school, or
maybe someone who worked in a factory for 20 years and was
laid off and said, ‘You know what, I’ve always wanted to do
this for a living, and now’s the time.’ We see a good variety of
ages, races, male to female. It’s a good mix of folks here.”
“Once students are done here, there are a variety of paths that
you can take with your career. It’s not just going to go work at
a restaurant, standing in the kitchen or waiting tables. The industry continues to grow, the food service industry is one of the
largest employers, and it’s one of the largest growing employers. There is the standard restaurant scene, but the scope goes
well beyond that. You can be a prep cook, a line cook, a sous
chef, executive chef. You could be a server, a bartender.
“I try to stay in constant communication with people in this

CAMPUS

Mike Baier, middle, with members of Back Pack Jones
https://www.facebook.com/BackPackJones

continued from page 2...
LIFELONG MUSICIAN AND FORMER TEACHER
RETURNS TO SCHOOL
The comic book he mentions is based on a
character of his own creation, named Ryder

these powers where he can control any kind
of electronic device. He can get into any car
and make the car go 300-400 miles because
he has all this technology in his brain,” says
Baier. Anyone interested in reading the full
story would have to convince Baier to finish it,
because he has yet to illustrate it.
Currently, Baier does representational art in
which he paints things and objects that look
just as they would in reality. As a man of faith,
Baier’s goal is make paintings that, as he says
“people see God’s love in.” He has done one
painting that captures Christ’s hand nailed
onto the cross, which is at Cherry Hills Baptist
Church. “Everyone sees the crucifixion and
Christ hanging on the cross, so I wanted people
to look at just the hand and see the whole story
– just in the hand,” says Baier.
Recently, one of Back Pack Jones’ songs,
“I’ve Got A Girlfriend,” was played on the
‘Blues Deluxe Radio Show,’ which is broadcasted on 107 different stations and heard by
nearly 2 million listeners.
They will have shows on May 10 at Lake
Springfield Christian Assembly and May
18 at the Old Capital Art Fair in Downtown
Springfield.

Speed. “He’s a regular, nerdy kind of guy
who’s really into cars, and somehow he gets

When listening to the many news reports on
the disappearance of bees and the rise of colony
collapse disorder, it sounds like the world is
well on its way to being bee-less. Local beekeeper Arvin Pierce says this just isn’t true. “If
you have healthy bees, they are going to live.”
Pierce has been keeping bees for 11 years on
his land in Lowder, Illinois. Amongst his turkey
and goat pens are between 60 -80 hives of bees.
“Bee Boxes” fill every available space on the
land. Pierce also “rescues” bees, and has several
tree trunks and even a porch railing that is home
to a hive of bees. “There have been claims that
there aren’t as many wild bees as there use to
be. However, every summer I couldn’t keep
up (with rescues). In fact, I couldn’t even finish all the calls I had from people wanting me
to rescue swarms, and I am not the only one
in the area that does rescues,” Pierce said. “Everybody (beekeepers) has had more calls in the

recent summers. There seems to be this misinformation that there’s just not as many bees as
their use to be.”
Recent studies have shown that 40 – 50 percent of colonies have been dying off. Pierce attributes this to the fact that the studies revolve
around managed hives. “There is not a study
that has been made of the feral or wild bees that
are out there,” Pierce says. This may be due to
the fact that it is much harder to keep an accurate observation on wild bees, as these hives are
up trees or in barns, and not easily accessible
and nearly impossible.
The term Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD)
has frequented news stories as a reason for
deaths of managed hives. In CCD, the entire
hive either disappears or dies, with little or no
apparent reason as to why. “Mostly the big pollinators are experiencing that. That’s because
they move their bees around so much. They
also medicated their bees,” Pierce says. Some
commercial beekeepers medicate their bees to
protect against pests, and these medications

https://www.facebook.com/BackPackJones

Austin Miller can be reached at
lamp@llcc.edu or 786.2311

T H E BU Z Z A B O U T HON E Y B E E S
by Melissa Branson
Staff Writer

Album cover for Back Pack Jones’
‘Betsy’s Kitchen’

have recently been discovered to add to the
number of bee deaths as well. “I’ve been keeping bees for 11 years and haven’t treated them
with medications. It seems the folks that aren’t
treating bees are having much better luck with
their survival,” Pierce says.
Some causes of CCD include, hive beetles
and pesticides used by farmers on farm fields.
Pierce says he can’t attribute any of his hives
deaths to CCD. “All of my hives are right along
farm land. If that was the case then my bees
should be dead,” said Pierce.
Hive beetles are another problem beekeepers face. Hive beetles can cause damage to the
comb structures within a hive, as well as stored
honey and pollen, as well as abandonment of
the hive. Pierce says the bees do have ways
of fighting back. “The bees corral the small
hive beetles. They don’t let them just wander
through the hive. The bees will hold them off in
a small area and use their propolis (a substance
bees use as a sealant against invaders or to protect from winter winds) to seal them into the

area.” says Pierce.
“The biggest threat we (beekeepers) have is
the method of farming being done,” said Pierce.
There is not enough wild, untended land growing for the bees to find home or food in. “Farmers either mow it, spray it or farm it. They manage every inch of their land these days,” says
Pierce. Bees can only fly up to 3 miles to find
food. “The only problem is their little wings are
only designed to flap so many times,” Pierce
says. Many bees die in the summer from overworking, or won’t be able to bring enough food
back.
Pierce enjoys educating people on bees, and
is often accompanied by his wife, Colleen, who
also enjoys beekeeping. Pierce can be reached
through his website www.acbees.org.

Melissa Branson can be reached at
lamp@llcc.edu or 786.2311
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SPORTS
FORMER LOGGER TRIES OUT FOR USA NATIONAL TEAM
By Ryan WIlson
Assistant Editor
Emily Orrick, the record-holder for most career digs in Lincoln Land Community College
history, has tried out for the U.S. Women’s Volleyball Team and the U.S. Collegiate National
Teams program and is waiting to hear if she has
been accepted.
Orrick, who transferred to Illinois State University in 2013 after LLCC, was one of nearly
250 athletes from 106 different colleges in the
country competing at the U.S. Olympic Training Center (USOTC) in Colorado Springs,
Colo.
“The hitters can jump higher, can hit harder,
the block is more skated; (it was) maybe easier
for me because I play back row,” said Orrick,
a libero. As a libero, her job is to stay in the
back row of her team’s side of the court and
read the opponent’s offense and communicate
with her teammates, accordingly. “When you
have better blockers, it’s a lot easier for me to
know where to go on defense and how to play
it, but they were hitting a lot harder, too. … It’s
easier to be in the right spot, but it’s a lot harder
to control and get a rhythm for it.”

She said they used an international volleyball
in the tryouts, instead of a ball she normally
competed with in college.
“Those are extremely hard because they float a
lot more when you contact it, and it’s a little bit
harder to keep control of it,” Orrick said. “I had
to get used to that, too, because I’m not used to
playing with those at all.”
If Orrick is selected into the U.S. Collegiate
National Teams program, she will be placed on
one of two teams. Twelve athletes are chosen to
represent the U.S. Collegiate National Team for
training and matches in China on June 13-27.
The second team, which will consist of around
36 athletes, will train and play in the 2014 USA
Volleyball Girls’ Junior National Championship
(GJNC) in Minneapolis from June 22-30.
“When you’re playing with people that are really good, it really steps up your competitiveness and it makes you want to be better as an
athlete,” Orrick said. “Being in that atmosphere
was really comfortable for me.”
A 2010 graduate of Deer-Creek Mackinaw
High School in Mackinaw, Il., Orrick said the
athletes were given a tour of the 37-acre training facility, which seemed similar to her as a
large college campus. With the athletes staying

in dorm rooms, the Rocky Mountains poked out
behind the training centers.
“I have never really been out West, so mountains are kind of new thing for me,” she said. “It
was gorgeous.”
Orrick said the U.S. Olympic Training Center
served made-to-order food and deserts. One of
her favorite desserts was the blueberry cream
pie.
And, at breakfast one day, she sat 10 feet away
from the most decorated athlete in Olympic history: Michael Phelps.
The two-time NJCAA All-American Orrick
had a team-high of 572 total digs in her first
season as a Redbird and was named the third
Missouri Valley Conference (MVC) Libero of
the Year in Illinois State program history.
“I was a little intimidated by the Missouri Valley (Conference). … It’s a great conference, a
lot of great players, and I had never played at
that level of volleyball before, “ she said. “It
wasn’t that bad at all with the help of my teammates. … I love my coaches. They’re all vey
helpful.”

Emily Orrick.
lincolnlandloggers.com
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AN 8 HOUR FLIGHT TO ATTEND LLCC
Harry White, a freshman at Lincoln Land Community College,
has traveled all the way from Stratford, England to attend college
right here in the United States.
But, how in the world did Mr. White find LLCC?
Although he captained his high school soccer team four years
and scored 83 goals in one season, the LLCC freshman said postsecondary institutions showed no interest in him at first.
Lincoln Land’s first-year head coach Shawn Dunas said he
“watched hours of videos of international players” and noticed
White’s excellent vision, finishers and poise.
“Harry had something about him,” stated coach Dunas.
White admitted, however, that he did not know LLCC existed
before being recruited.
“I saw it (Lincoln Land) for the first time online.”
White said LLCC presented him with a great offer, and said, “It
was a good way into the United States.”
The decision to attend college on the other side of the Atlantic
Ocean came with several challenges.
The 6-foot-2-inch midfielder from Stratford quickly noticed the
big culture differences and experienced a culture shock.
“It was kinda hard to adjust, really.”
Worse yet, Mr. White had to alter the way he spoke.
“I just have to talk a bit slower, he said.”
In addition, he said some words, especially the slang words
from England, were different.
Springfield, Illinois is not the first U.S. city White has visited.
For instance, he has traveled to Los Angeles, San Francisco, Las
Vegas, New York City, and Miami.
“They (his family) come over for a lot of different holidays,”
says freshman midfielder at LLCC.
When his family is not visiting on the holidays, though, White
said he misses “pretty much family and friends and just hanging
out.”
On top of that, White yearns for his mom’s meals back in Birmingham — where his entire family currently resides — two
hours south of London.
“I miss that a lot.”
White, nonetheless, says he is enjoying his stay in the States.
“I prefer much things about the U.S., obviously. I miss a lot of
things about home. ... It is good to be here,” he said.
“Lincoln Land is a nice place to ... get your degree.”
Even though the soccer rules are the same, the freshman soccer

player from England at LLCC noticed differences in the athletes
and the level of play.
“It’s (the rules) all the same. … It’s quite a different game, actually. It’s not as technical. … Players over here are a lot more fit,
and they stay in shape more,” he said.
In his first season as a Logger, White dominated by racking in
a total of 61 points, 61 shots, 26 goals and seven game-winning
goals, which was 2nd, 18th, 3rd, and tied 3rd in the nation, respectively. He led the MWAC in all of those categories except in
assists, which he placed third.
White has won several awards, including being named the MidWest Athletic Conference Player and Freshman of the Year, NJCAA All-Region 24 Division I Forwards of the Year and a spot
on the NJCAA All-Region 24 Division I and the MWAC First
Teams.
In addition to White, other Loggers’ were awarded soccer accolades as well: Tajay Small and Darwin Soto were named to
the MWAC First Team; Connor Carnduff, who was also selected
to the NJCAA All-Region 24 Division I First Team, and Ricky
Crabtree were MWAC Honorable Mentions; Ubaldo Olvera, the
MWAC Goaltender of the Year, and Tajay Small were announced
as NJCAA All-Region 24 Division I Honorable Mentions.
With a limited amount of time to decide, White is still pondering the thought of transferring after this semester.
“I would not mind staying here (at Lincoln Land). I’ve got to
start weighing my options and see what’s best for me.”
LLCC finished the 2013-14 regular season at 14-3 overall and
4-1 in the Conference and ranked second in the Mid-West Athletic Conference, but fell in the second round of the Region 24
Tournament to the Lincoln College Lynx, 3-5.
The MWAC Freshman of the Year is only one of four international players on the soccer team.
Yuri Pecanha, who attended Centro Educacional High School,
and Rafael Carvalho, who went to Colegio e Curso Icaro, are
both from Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
Tajay Small studied at Eltham High School in Kingston, Jamaica.

Ryan Wilson can be reached at
lamp@llcc.edu or 786.2311

Harry White
Lamp/Jordan Minder
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Miscellaneous
continued from page 7...
FORMER LOGGER TRIES OUT FOR
USA NATIONAL TEAM
The 5-foot-8-inch junior libero had the second most assists
(92) and services aces (32) on the ISU team. She finished the
season with nearly 30 games with 10 or more digs and four
games with 30 or more digs to help lead the Redbirds to a 19-13
record for the season.
“I really had to step up my game,” said Orrick, the MVC
Defensive Player of the Week in October. “It’s a completely
different level of volleyball here at Division One compared to
community college level.”
Melissa Myers, Illinois State’s head volleyball coach, had
good things to say about Orrick: “I think a combination of many
things set up Emily for the success: coming in early, getting that
transition out of the way, having that great skill set and athleticism already, having that leadership, and coming in and really
being able to take that next step.”
Myers said that Orrick, who won the Most Valuable Player
team-award, hit her stride after having several consecutive
games in the middle of the season with over 28 digs.

“I think what separated Emily last fall was that sort of period
in the second half where she really had those digs,” she said.
“She was a little bit tentative (before that point). … She wasn’t
as confident. She wasn’t communicating as much as we needed
her to. Her serve was a little bit passive as well.”
With two key ISU blockers graduating, Myers is confident she
can make up for the losses and has high expectations for Orrick
heading into her second season.
“I think she is up for the challenge. Absolutely. Every time
we’ve challenged her, she’s stepped up. So, I really do think
that she’ll do really well,” she said. “I think Emily is a very
competitive player and person, and I think she wants to be
pushed, and I think she is pretty motivated herself, and I, mean,
when we’re training, she’s got a great mindset and focus. She is
a very focused player.”
In addition to practicing everyday when the fall semester
starts, Orrick says she has been doing some mental training
online through a program called Constant Performance.
“It’s twice a week we have to get on there, and we have to
do meditations and visualizations. … We go there to answer a
lot of questions about mental training,” she said. “It really improves your confidence. … I had no idea how mental the game
of volleyball really is, but it’s helping out a lot.”
Orrick helped LLC qualify for their first ever NJCAA Division
Two National Tournament in 2012, which prompted several —

though unfinished, according to Orrick — dance moves from
Jim Dietz, LLCC’s head volleyball coach.
Orrick was the only Logger to receive First-Team All-American honors, the only passer with two 1,000-dig seasons, and
finished with the third most digs (1028) in a season in LLCC
program history. She was named to the Region 24 All-Region
First Team twice.
“What made Emily great as a player is she was steady
emotionally. She didn’t get too excited, and as a libero, that’s
important,” said Dietz, who was an assistant coach at Ohio State
for three years. “You’re going to make some mistakes and you
can’t dwell on them. You just have to get the next ball.
“I got great experience there (at LLCC). Jim Dietz is a great
coach,” said Orrick. “I met a great group of girls, and I definitely improved my abilities there.”
“When my coach like gave me all of the information that I
got to go, it was incredible, “ Orrick said. “It definitely would
be my dream, it would be a lot of girl’s dreams but, you know,
I’m not going to get my hopes up. … It was a great experience
if anything.”
Orrick awaits the call.
Ryan Wilson can be reached at
lamp@llcc.edu or 786.2311

AN EXCERPT FROM ‘THE SPRINGFIELD OVERLAND TRAIL’
by Husam Sweilah

“Although Sam was on a watchfulness duty, he could not help
thinking of his feelings about the American Civil War. Since
July 13, 1864, Sam had continually marched for long seven days
with his regiment before he participated in battle. Later on he
would become truly weary with long marching, gun battles, and
the sights of the dead and the wounded among soldiers and civilians. He felt it essential that the war be over. Still, he had been
lucky not to have sustained a single battle wound during his service at the Civil War.
Sam had been uncomfortable since he put on his Union soldier
uniform. The uniform’s thick-cloth coat or jacket was dark blue
buttoned up to the neck. His thin-cloth pants were light blue with
a dark-line running down along each external side. His laced
shoes were black and hard on his feet which were sour with long
marching.
Although the jacket and pants provided a becoming contrast
in color, the uniform was wholly made of wool. Therefore, the
uniform was rather warm and was not comfortable in warmer
climates like that of the State of Georgia. As a soldier, Sam was
also not permitted to appear in public in his issued cotton shirt
but he had to have his jacket on. While marching in rather warm
weather towards Atlanta, Sam was constantly feeling that he was
about to have a heat stroke.
The Civil War had started three years before Sam was drafted
into the war effort. By that time the States had been divided between the North Union and the South Confederacy. Many more
states had however supported the Union, including the State of
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Illinois. As part of the first major Union army attack on the defenses of Atlanta a week on, the Battle of Peachtree Creek would
be fought in Georgia in the afternoon of the twentieth day of
July, 1864.
In their night watch-and-ward duty at the edge of the campsite, Sam and his veteran comrade soldier William O’Neil were
privately talking about the rumor that a battle was close at hand
north of Atlanta. It later became Sam’s first battle. Unlike his
comrade Sam, William had a passion for heroism and killing the
enemy. William told Sam “I should be given a hero’s medal because in the last four battles, I shot and killed four enemy soldiers
in the back while they were fleeing from the battlefield.”
Trying to make more sense, Sam said, “Under the legal and
moral principle of self-defense, one may kill or injure only armed
fighting soldiers, not soldiers fleeing the battlefield. Also, war is
not heroic because one army of the two armies participating in
the conflict will necessarily outnumber the other.”
In the interest of clarity, Sam added, “Our task as soldiers is
to end the war by defeating the enemy’s army, not killing nonfighting fleeing soldiers.”
William argued, “The south has started the war.”
Sam promptly retorted, “A started war must be ended; who
started the war is not a moral or legal justification to wage war
forever. No country has ever won a civil war; everybody loses
in a civil war.”
Sam went on to say, “Under the self-same principle of self-defense, a country may wage a war against a foreign army which
has first resorted to armed conflict.”
William said, “A civil war is a regular war, and a civilian must
be killed if he assists an enemy soldier.”
Careful not to encourage civilian bloodshed, Sam retorted,
“The soldier may have forced the civilian to help him at the gun’s
point.”
Having no arguments left, William confirmed, “I will hold firm
and fight back no matter what happens at the frontlines.”
Sam believed that William thought that he was a hero because
he had been marching with the victorious army and because he
had killed four fleeing soldiers. Sam thought that if the situation
had been the other way round, William would have noticed that
his comrades had been outnumbered. Had William retreated before a superior force, he would not have felt heroic.
On the following day to Sam’s first battle, Sam was unable to
talk to William who was asleep. When Sam asked an army surgeon about William O’Neil, the field-hospital surgeon told him
that during the battle attack, William had been shot twice by a
rifle in the left hand at its outer edge. Sam figured out that William had to have been fleeing when he had been wounded.
What immediately came to Sam’s mind was the possibility that
William’s hand was no longer usable and that his wounds might
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develop gangrene later on. Also, Sam thought that after William
had been shot while fleeing, he had to have changed his standing
with regard to shooting fleeing soldiers.
After a short rest, Sam went to visit William again in the field
hospital ward. Protruding from under the blanket, William’s left
hand was wrapped in bloody bandages, yet he was covering his
head with the blanket in his bed. So Sam went to see the army
surgeon again. The surgeon told Sam that William would most
probably lose the use of his hand and could infect with gangrene.
On that day the commanding officer ordered that the regiment
remain in the same place for a week. The soldiers were assigned
the usual tasks of collecting equipment, guarding the encampment, burying the dead and caring for the wounded.
When Sam went to see William in the afternoon of the following day, William looked sullen, pitiful, hopeless, and weak.
After all, he had been fleeing the battle field when an enemy
rifle had shot him twice. His wound proved his perceived act
of cowardice while William himself advocated shooting fleeing
soldiers. His hand was now swollen and dark with gangrene.
Sam consoled William with few encouraging words. He told
William to take care of himself and to prepare for his civilian life
now that his fighting days were over and done.
The regiment in which Sam served and the other regiments’
soldiers were ordered to prepare for marching the following day.
So Sam went to see William for the last time before leaving with
the army regiments. Sam was with William when the surgeon
came to examine William before the operation.
The surgeon examined the gangrene course up the forearm. It
was clear that it had to be amputated from the elbow down. William asked, “Doctor. Am I going to lose the arm from the elbow
down?”
“I’m afraid yes. Many soldiers have lost arms,” replied the
surgeon.
“One does not lose for his country; one sacrifices for his country,” Sam corrected.
The surgeon nodded his head twice in approval and said to William, “We ran out of pain-killers for the amputation. So we must
do without.”
William said, “The amputation will not give me pain half as
much as it had after my hand was gunned.””
From pages 165-168
Read the ‘The Springfield Overland Trail’ by Husam Sweilah.
Now available on Kindle.
Husam Sweilah, a graduate of LLCC, is a novelist who studies clinical laboratory science at the University of Illinois at
Springfield.

